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for the purpose of conquering Canada, and thus expelling England
from the American continent, and for uniting the whole nation
through a common effort and common feelings of hatred and
pride. " The consciousness of nationality", says Babcock,
" which came out of the second war with Great Britain was the
chief political result, the one most far-reaching in its effects."
The war gave the people " a new, almost intoxicating sense of
self-respect ".1 Another important effect was the awakening of
the striving for economic emancipation from England through
protectionism. During the war the exclusion of English com-
petition fostered the springing up of industries in America, and
after the war high tariffs were introduced in order to protect
them and to encourage further industrialization* The arguments
put forward were the same which have since played such a
decisive role in all national aspirations, namely, national inde-
pendence and preparedness for war.2 This protectionism became
known as the " American system ", and had a great share in
spreading economic nationalism in Europe too.
In spite of this progress of the spirit of unity it was not yet
certain, however, that the Union would prevail over antagonistic
forces. Tocqueville in his classic book on America (1835) dis-
cussed the question whether the Union would last, and weighed
many arguments for and against its duration.3 " The Union ",
he said, " is a vast body which presents no definite object to
patriotic feeling. Patriotism is still directed to the State and is
not excited by the Union.'* One of the strongest factors for its
preservation was the extraordinary similarity of opinions and
feelings among the peoples of the twenty-four sovereign states
which really made one people out of them. This unity was,
furthermore, strengthened by common separation from the rest
of mankind. " For the last 50 years no pains have been spared
to convince the people of the United States that they constituted
the only religious, enlightened and free people, and they have an
overweening opinion of their superiority, and are not very remote
from behaving themselves as belonging to a distinct race of man-
kind." Slavery, however, Tocqueville says, creates a striking
difference of character between the North and the South, and
may induce the South to secede from the Union. Tocqueville
even finds that the laws of human nature render the duration of
1 An interesting feature was the enthusiasm for successful generals*   Babcock says
(p. 198) : " The American people, while essentially peace-loving and unmilitary by
temperament, have shown a curious hero-worship of the successful military leader.5*
2 Of. Babcpck, p. 231.
3 d Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy w America, 1835-43, voL ii, pp. 364-423.